It may not be permissible to adopt this effect of the plug in the ear as a complete explanation of the phenomenon, but it seems more rational than the previous notion about compressed air, and doubtless has at least some influence. At all events, the fact remains, that when one ear is lightly closed, the sound of a fork is more audible on that side, even when the handle is placed upon the temporal bone of the open side.
Before adverting to the experiments with the fork, it was asserted that sounds transmitted through the skull to the ear, are more audible than those arriving through the external auditory meatus. In the preceding remarks, this has been proved only of closed eais, in which any channel might naturally be expected to conduct soun s more distinctly than the occluded passage. But in ears w ic are not closed, the transmission is better through the bones of the head than through the air contained in the meatus, and the reason why 
